MARK   TWAIN   AS   A   NATIONAL   ASSET
Mark T\vain has paid a full tribute to his
brother Orion in his autobiography. Among
other things he says:
' Innumerable were Orion's projects for
paying off his debts to me. These projects
extended straight through the succeeding thirty
years, but in every case they failed. During
all those thirtv years Orion's well-established
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honesty kept him in offices of trust where other
people's money had to be taken care of, but
where no salary was paid. He was treasurer
of all the benevolent institutions; he took care
of the money and other property of widows and
orphans; he never lost a cent for anybody, and
never made one for himself.
* Every time he changed his religion the
Church of his new faith was glad to get him;
made him treasurer at once, and at once he
stopped the graft and the leaks in that Church.
' He exhibited a faculty of changing his
political complexion that was a marvel to the
whole community. One morning he was a
Republican, and upon invitation he agreed to
make a campaign speech at the Republican
mass meeting that night. He prepared the
speech. After luncheon he became a Demo-
crat, and agreed to write a score of exciting
mottoes to be painted upon the transparencies
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